
Gold King Mine Release 
EPA HQ Emergency Operations Center (EOC) 

Operations Team Plan 

(August 16, 2015) 

On August 5th, an EPA and Colorado State Division of Reclamation Mining and Safety 
team were working to investigate and address contamination at the abandoned Gold King 
Mine in San Juan County, CO. This work resulted in a large release of mine wastewater 
into the upper portions of Cement Creek. Estimates indicate that the release was 
approximately three million gallons that was held behind unconsolidated debris near an 
abandoned mine portal. 

EPA Regions 6, 8 and 9 are responding to the incident. The Headquarters Emergency 
Operations Center (HQ EOC) has been activated at Level 1 for this incident. HQ EOC 
tasks include: 

• coordination of Regional staffing and funding needs; 

• participation in data calls to interpret water and sediment data; 

• exploration of various authorities and funding sources that might be available to 
the Agency in responding to this incident; 

• determination of which public drinking water systems use the Animas River as a 
water source, if these systems have alternate sources for intake water, and how 
many days' supply they have; and 

• development of messages for the public-facing website on the suitability of the 
water for various uses (drinking, recreation, agricultural, livestock). 

EPA has development a public-facing website for this response: 
http://www2.epa.gov/goldkingmine 

Battle Rhythm 

Operating hours for the EPA HQ EOC will be 0930 - 1900 EDT. EOC Spot Reports will 
be issued daily with more frequent updates as needed. The HQ EOC anticipates that the 
Daily Management Report will be ready at 1300 EDT daily. 
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Attachment 1 

Communications Plan: Gold King Mine Release 
Operational Period: August 16 0930-1900 
24/7 EOC Contact Information: 202-564-3850, eoc.epahq@epa.gov 


This Communications Plan reflects staffing for August 16 


Name 


EOC Position 


[ 


Reggie 

Cheatham 

EPANIC 

EOC Incident Coordinator(®eDa.Qov 

202-564-8003 

Dana Tulis 

Deputy NIC 

EOC Deoutv Incident CordiS.eoa.ao 

202-253-8309 

y 

Josh 

Woodyard 

HQ EOC 
Manager 

EOC Manaaer(@eDa.Qov 

202-250-8703 

Brian 

Schlieger 

Deputy HQ EQC 
Manager 

EOC Deoutv Manaaer(®eoa.aov 

202-250-8904 

Tim Grier 

Planning Section 
Chief 

EOC PlanninataieDa.aov 

202-250-8919 

Brian 

Schlieger 

Situation Unit 

EOC Situation UnitfSJeoa.aov 

202-250-8918 

Jennifer 

Cutrona 

Documentation / 
Resources Unit 

EOC Docurhentation(@eDa.aov 
EOC Resources(®eoa.aov 

202-250-8917 

Terry Smith 

Environmental 

Unit 

EOC Environmental Unittajeoa.aov 

202-250-8923 

Jennifer 

Colaizzi/ 

John Senn/ 
Nancy Cohen 

Public Information 
Unit 

EOC Public information(®eoa.aov 

202-250-8957 

David 

Goldbloom- 

Helzner 

Water Desk 

EOC Water(®eoa.aov 

202-250-8920 

See Below 

(Remote) 

Finance Desk 



Peter Oh 

Watch Qfficer 

Eoc.eoahatajeoa.aov 

202-564-3850 

Mike Faulkner 

(Remote) 

Liaison Qfficer 

Faulkner.miketSleDa.aov 

202-430-3649 

Deborah 

Burgin 

ATSDR 

EOC ATSDRSleDa.aov 

202-250-8921 


Lee Tyner 


OGC 


EOC OGC@.epa.qov 


202-250-8915 


Tonya Nichols/ 
Emily Snyder 

QRD 

EOC ORDtSleDa.aov 

202-250-8924 
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Jack Bowles 

OCIR 

EOC FOIA@eDa.aov 

202-250-8910 

Josh Krochmal 

(Remote) 

GIS Support 

Krochmal. iosh@eDa.aov 
EOC GIS-DATA@eDa.aov 

267-261-6085 

(preferred 

method) 

m STAFF 

OSRTI/Technical 

Specialist 

EOC Technical SDecialist@eDa.aov 

202-250-8906 

David Wynn 
(Remote) 

Safety 

davidawvnnfo), vahoo.com 

703-401-2295 


OCFO PERSONNEL "ON-CALL" DURING OFF-HOURS 

AREA OF 
EXPERTISE 

NAME 

: OFFICE 

DESK 

TELEPHONE# 

MOBILE 1 

DEVICE # i 

EMAIL 

Budget/ 
Funding in 
Compass 

Joseph Layman 

OCFO/OB 

202-564-4983 

202-984-5254 

■■■■ 

Budget 

Maria Williams 

OCFO/OB 

202-564-3021 

202-570-8639 

Williams. maria(f/:Epa.eov 

Financial 

Policy 

Meshell Jones- 
Peeler 

OCFO/OFM 

202-564-3160 

202-359-0975 

Jones-Peeler.mesheIl(aiEDa.aov 

Payroll/ 
Time & 
Attendance 

Richard Gray 

OCFO/OFS 

202-564-0968 

202-256-2720 


Travel 

Sarah Martini 

OCFO/OFS 

513-487-2089 

513-607-9480 

martini . sara//^ eoa . aov 

General/ 

Miscellane 

ous 

Robin Richardson 

OCFO/IO 

202-564-0968 

703-628-6603 


General/ 

Miscellane 

ous 

Ruth Alene Soward 

OCFO/ORI 

M 

202-566-0985 

202-669-1876 


General/ 

Miscellane 

ous 

Carlene Godfrey 

OCFO/ORI 

M 

202-566-0735 

301-456-4224 
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